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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to investigate the socio-economic conditions,
participation level and factors affecting people’s opinions on monk’s leadership role in forest
resource conservation at Tha Tian village, Sai Yok district, Kanchanaburi province. The data were
collected by employing the designed questionnaire to interview 130 respondents in the sampled
households. A statistical software packége was employed to test the setting hypothesis with the
t-test and F-test applied at a significance level of 0.05.

The results of this study indicated that most of the respondents were male with an
average age of 42 years. Their educational level was at primary school. Their main occupation
was farming with an average size of land holding of 14.81 rai and the average annual household
income was 141,907 baht. They were not social group members. They participated in temple
activities once a year and attended forest resource conservation activities held by the temple 9
times a year. People’s belief in the role of Buddhist monk in forest resource conservation was at
a high level. Their opinion of making use of the forest resources was also at a high level, with an
average score of 3.80. In addition, factors affecting people’s opinions toward Buddhist monk’s
role as the leader in forest resource conservation in the studied area included their occupation, their
household income, their size of land holding, their participation in a temple of forest resource
conservation, their knowledge and comprehension about forest resource conservation, and their
belief in Buddhist monk’s leadership in terms of forest resource conservation.

Keywords: Opinion, Role, Monk, Forest resource conservation
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Table 2 Score of people’s opinions toward monk’s role as the leader of forest resource conser-
vation of Tha Tian village, Sai Yok district, Kanchanaburi province.

Point score n Percentage
1.00 - 1.80 (Least agreed) 2 1.54
1.81 - 2.60 (Less agreed) 3.85
2.61 - 3.40 (Agreed) 28 21.54
3.41 - 4.20 (Much agreed) 51 39.23
4.21 - 5.00 (Most Agreed) 44 33.85
Total 130 100.00

Remarks: Score of most agreed = 4.95
Score of least agreed = 1.70
Score of average opinions = 3.82
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Table 3 Factors affecting people’s opinions toward monk’s role as the leader of forest r

conservation. “'J%Tga
Socio-economic factor t-test F-test df p-value
Gender 0.734 - 128 0.464
Age - 2.090 5,124 0.071

Education level
Occupation

Household income
Social group membership
Size of land holding

Knowledge and comprehension about forest
resource conservation

Frequency of attending temple activities

Participation in forest resource conservation
activities

Belief in monk’s leadership in forest resource

conservation

- 1.124 4,125 0.348

- 9.028 4,125 0.001*

- 10.078 4,125 0.001*

1.741 - 128 0.084

- 2.812 4,125 0.028*
-7.013 - 128 0.012%

- 1.308 3,126 0.275
- 3.084 4,125 0.018*

6.993 - 128 0.013*

Remark: *Significant at 0.05 level
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