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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to determine the socio-economic characteristics,
participation level and factors affecting people’s participation in watershed conservation. The data
were collected from interviewing 269 samples using the designed questionnaire. The statistical
analysis methods used were frequency, percentage, mean, minimum, maximum, t-test and F-test
with the given significance level of 0.05.

The results of the study revealed that most respondents were female with an average age
of 45.57 years. The ethnicity of most respondents was Thai-Cambodian. Primary school was
the highest educational level achieved by most and agriculture was their main occupation. Most
respondents were social group members and had no social position in the community. The average
size of land holding was 12.35 rai. Their average annual household income and expenditure was
96,377.23 and 75,432.90 baht, respectively. Most respondents received information about natural
resource conservation, had a good knowledge and understanding of natural resource conservation
and they also had a high level of participation in natural resource conservation. The activity
having the highest participation level was benefit sharing. Furthermore, factors affecting people
participation in watershed conservation were ethnicity, social position, household income from

dependency on forest resources, the duration of employing the rules and regulations for control of
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forest resource conservation and the performance of the operations for increasing the efficiency
of forest protection under the Project According to His Majesty the King' s Royal Initiative, and
preparing the community data base.

Keywords: participation, conservation, watershed, development
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Table 1 Factors affecting people participation in watershed conservation under the extension
and development project of community participation in conservation forest in Huai
Samran Watershed Management Unit.

Independent variable t F P Value
1. Gender =1, 25% - 0.214
2. Age - 0.19™  0.946
3. Ethnicity - 20.21*  0.000
4. Education level - 0.28™  0.756
5. Position in the household - 0.93™  0.425
6. Social group membership being -1.74" - 0.084
7. Social position -2.50% . 0.014
8. Main occupation - 0.69"  0.504
9. Househeld income from dependency on forest resource - 4.73*  0.001
10. Household income - 1.84™  0.092
11. Size of land holding - 0.64"  0.531
12. Perception of information about natural resource conservation — -1.47™ - 0.142
13, Attended the training course in natural resource conservation — -1.54™ - 0.124
14. Duration of employing the rules and regulations for control the -4,15% - 0.000

forest resource conservation

15. Knowledge of conservation natural resource - L.71%  0.183
16. Performance of the operations for increasing the efficiency of "™ =1.56" - 0.000

forest protection under the Project According to His Majesty

the King’s Royal Initiative and preparing the community data

base

Remarks: * = significant at 5 percent; ™ = not significant at 5 percent
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