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The Synthesis of the Health and Social Situation for Persons with Disabilities in the Past

Decade of Thailand
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ABSTRACT

This study was a documentary synthetic research in which published during 1999-2010 that aimed to
1) explore the general health and social data for persons with disabilities and 2) synthesize the crucial issues
of disability researches to reflect on the real health and social situations in the present society.
The purposive selection was undertaken to meet inclusion criteria with 185 researches. The data were
analyzed by quantitative technigue including frequency. percentage, and qualitative technique by content
analysis.

The resulfs illustrated that, in terms of the quantitative analysis. the magjority of researches were
graduated theses or independent studies, published in 2008. Most of them were made by Chiangmai
University. The education status of main researchers was master degree. The principal researchers were
nurses. The research issues were social researches more than health researches. The magjority quantitative
methodology was usually conducted. Furthermore, the most researches focused on infellectual or learning
disability. Most of samples or analytic units were persons with ability, The purposive sampling method was
usually conducted.

The gualitative results of health situations revealed two characteristics consisted of the positive and
negative aspects. The positive aspect indicated that most researches were found out for the new ways of
the rehabilitafive development in each group, such as children or adults with disabilities and involved persons,
However, the negative aspect indicated 2 essential problems: 1) health services systemn was not adequate
and covered services reached to the needs of persons with disabilities, and 2} most of them were faced
the accessibility problems for health care and rehabllitative services.

These research finding suggest that next study should be implemented the qudlitative research

participation action research in the real situation with Thai social context in the next future,

KEYWORDS: Social policy, welfare, disability, documentary research
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