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Value of Mueang Yong's Ancestors

Pakpoom Noywat...Story and Photographs

Located from Thachileik-a border town near Mae Sai District, Chiang Rai Province of Thailand
for about 155 kilometers, Mueang Yong or Mahiyangkarat or Mueang Chiang Chang is presently one
district of Mueang Payak Province in Shan State of Republic of the Union of Myanmar.

In the early Rattanakosin Era, after Lanna Kingdom was ruled by Burma for 246 years (year 1558-
1804), all towns in Lanna were vacant. Until, King Kawila reconstructed this town in 1804 by gathering
Thai people from many towns to live in Chaing Mai, Chiang Rai, Lampang and Lamphun.

Lamphun, one of the migrant groups were people from Mueang Yong who were Thai Lue with their
own custom, culture, traditions, alphabets and speaking language. Being the majority of people which
had an important role in the construction of Lamphun Town, the migration of these people included
the ruler and their families. noblemen, monks and citizens, Mueang Yong people in Lamphun still kept
their social identity, lifestyle, culture and traditions of Tai Lue in Mueang Yong until nowadays although
it was more than 2C0 years ago.

But in the past few years, there were rapid changes in both economical and social conditions.
Therefore, the cultural heritage of Mueang Yong people has been neglected and forgotien as the old
generation has been passed away.

However, the good news is that the new generation youth, some of which are descendants from
Mueang Yong have established “Mueang Yong Culture Study Center” in 48 Years Anniversary of HRH Princess Sirindhormn Honorary School, at
Mueang Lamphum District, Lamphun Province. Supported by the Tourism Authority of Thailand, a survey has been conducted in Lamphun by
collecting Information of various aspects of Thai Lue of Mueang Yong. including customs, traditioris, culture, lifestyles. Interested visitors will be
able to view the rotating exhibitions at this study center. Another channel is through online social network such as blog with articles including
pictures. Therefore, this is the way to publicly carry on their ancestor's cultural heritage for the sustainable study and conservation.




